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Warm greetings to you all! It is an honour and a pleasure to be hosting 

such an august gathering at our university, which I am sure you will 

know, is celebrating its 145th birthday this year! Of course we have the 

added lustre as South Africans of being able to claim that 2018 is also 

the centenary year of late President Nelson Mandela and our equally 

beloved Mama Albertina Sisulu.   

 

I think that it would be fair to say, distinguished guests ladies and 

gentlemen, that the work that we will be doing here today is as much 

a continuation of the work that was done by these national and 

continental struggle stalwarts (and one must surely include all of 

those who have gone before us), as it is an acknowledgement that it 

is  now the turn of “we the people,” to move forward as a collective in 

addressing the “grave challenges” facing our countries and our 

Continent.  Of course this was the opening phrase uttered by 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, at the 72nd session of the General 

Assembly.  We are indeed facing “grave challenges”, globally, 

continentally and nationally.  

 

I must say that when I looked at the programme, and having perused 

the protocol list, I am both awed and amazed.  Awed, because I have 

seldom seen such a diverse, yet comprehensive list of speakers and 

participants, representing such an array of organisations, institutions, 

structures, and formations: all of whom are gathered together to 
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advance prosperity and sustainable development. And amazed 

because one perceives in this list and in the audience, a deliberate 

intention to tap into the reservoirs of our intellectual knowledge, 

capacities and capabilities on the one hand, and a willingness to step 

up and say – Mr President - “Thuma Mina” on the other.    It is truly 

gratifying, and I would like to thank and congratulate the organisers 

for putting together this important initiative. One senses that there is 

a growing appreciation of the urgency and gravitas of the task at hand, 

which can only bode well for the envisaged outcomes.  

 

We have a very dense programme distinguished ladies and 

gentlemen, so let me keep it short and sweet, by reiterating our warm 

welcome and wishing you well with this important initiative. 

 

I thank you.   


